FOREWORD

The I International Congress on Automation in the Mining Industry
AUTOMINING 2008 held in Santiago, Chile, April 23-25, 2008, was
organised by GECAMIN Ltd.

The objectives of the congress were: to spread the knowledge
and experiences about automation applied on the mining, met-
allurgical processes, and metal manufacturing, to discuss the
emerging developments, to identify the technologies and success-
ful automation practices in the mining industry, and to promote
an international network for collaboration and technical exchange
among professionals dedicated to develop, to operate and to
maintain automation systems for the mining industry.

This edition contains 45 papers by authors and co-authors from
11 different countries, including: Argentina, Australia, Canada,
Chile, Costa Rica, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Mexico, Sweden
and the United States of America. The main topics covered by

AUTOMINING are:

+ Sensors and Monitoring Systems (10)

+ Industrial Networking and Communications (4)

+ Real Time Information & Management Systems (10)

» Process Modelling (5)

« Process Control and Optimization (5)

+ Predictive Maintenance, Fault Analysis and Asset Management (5)

» Robotics and Equipment Automation (6)

The Organising Committee acknowledges with gratitude the ef-
forts undertaken by the authors to contribute high quality, de-
tailed and innovative technical papers to the proceedings. Our
thanks are also extended to the reviewers, to GECAMIN Ltd. and
to all those involved in the creation and assembly of these pro-
ceedings. The support of the Organising, Advisory and Technical
Committees have been greatly appreciated and also the Session
Chairmen collaboration.

The Organising Committee also thanks the following sponsors
(as of the date of this printing and in alphabetical order) for their

contribution: ABB, BECKER MINING SYSTEMS, EMERSON,
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ENDRESS+HAUSER, HONEYWELL, MINERIA CHILENA, OSISOFT,
SAP, SGS LAKEFIELD, OPENDAT, SIEMENS, WEISS AUTOMATION
and the following Institutional Sponsors: Asociacién Chilena de
Control Automatico —ACCA, Asociacion de la Industria Eléctrica
y Eléctrénica de Chile —AIE, Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers —IEEE, Instrumentation, Systems and Automation
Society —ISA Seccién Chile and International Federation of
Automatic Control —IFAC.

Finally, we thank all the delegates who attended the congress
exchanging their valuable knowledge and expertise, which con-

tributed to the great success of the congress AUTOMINING 2008.



